
Hazardous Animals and Plants 
Whether you are a Soldier completing field exercises or fishing one of the fort's many ponds, there are some 
basic precautions you should take when being outdoors. Anybody that ventures out into the grassland and 
woodland areas on Fort Riley in the spring or summer will soon realize that an ample population of ticks, 
chiggers and mosquitoes are out there. 

For the most part mosquitoes and chiggers are an itchy nuisance, but some mosquitoes in Kansas have 
been known to carry several types of West Nile Virus, encephalitis, Dengue Fever and Yellow Fever. Trying 
to avoid mosquito bites is one of the most effective methods of prevention. Insect repellants containing 
DEET or permethrin helps to reduce bites. Protective clothing can also help. Ticks on Fort Riley can spread 
several diseases. Rocky Mountain spotted fever, Lyme's disease, tularemia and ehrlichiosis are most 
commonly associated with tick bites, but other diseases do exist. Use of a permethrin-based spray is one of 
the most effective preventive measures one can take for preventing tick borne diseases. Frequent 
inspections of clothing and removal of ticks are good preventive measures. When arriving home a visual 
inspection of the entire skin surface and removal of any ticks is recommended. Ticks typically need to be 
attached for around 24 hours before any diseases can be transmitted to humans. 

The brown recluse spider poses a significant threat to people in this area. Brown recluses are extremely 
common in office buildings and houses. As the name implies they like to stay in out of the way places. 
Garages, attics and storage areas are all prime places to find this spider. Control of the spider in buildings 
consists of using aerosol sprays and traps. It is important to shake out things like shoes, fishing waders and 
blankets that have been sitting idle for a period of time before putting them on. Many people who are bitten 
by this spider do not realize it right away. However, it is very important to seek medical attention as soon as 
any spider bite is suspected. The venom of the brown recluse essentially destroys the skin and muscle in the 
immediate area of the bite. It can also spread throughout the body and cause organ failure and in rare 
cases death. Brown recluses have long spindly legs and are overall about the size of a quarter. Their body is 
typically light brown and they have a faint spot in the shape of a violin on their back. 

Numerous species of wasps, hornets and bees are present on Fort Riley. Stings are painful and can 
cause a very serious allergic reaction in some people. It is important to check under eaves and in any 
outbuildings before entering. Military and civilian employees may apply wasp spray. However, they must 
first go to the Environmental Division Internet website to take an online training course on proper use. A 
certificate will be mailed through distribution after successful completion, which indicates they can legally 

have and apply wasp spray. The certificate also needs to be presented at the DPW Warehouse before issue 
of the wasp spray. They must follow all instructions on the can to use this product. Certification does not 
apply to individuals at their assigned quarters. They may obtain pesticides from local markets and apply 
them "at home".  

Fort Riley has not had any snakes documented within its boundary that are considered deadly. The 
copperhead is the only snake that has been found on the fort that is venomous. Copperheads are relatively 
common, and are most often found on brushy, rocky hillsides that descend into trees. Copperheads are 
relatively docile snakes and are very well camouflaged. The majority of copperhead bites are either on the 
victim's hand or ankle, indicating that the victim was harassing the snake or stepped on it. Anyone who is 
bitten by a copperhead should seek immediate medical treatment in a calm fashion. Although the bite is 
painful, there have not been any fatalities reported in the State of Kansas from a copperhead bite. 

Timber rattlesnakes and massasauga rattlesnakes have been found in areas surrounding Fort Riley, but 
have not been documented on the fort. The bite of a rattlesnake can prove fatal, but death is extremely 
rare. There has only been one fatality in Kansas from a rattlesnake bite in the last 55 years. Timber 
rattlesnakes have a rather docile temperament and only bite when provoked. They are extremely well 
camouflaged and rarely rattle when being approached. 

There are many common species of non-venomous snakes on the fort. They pose little to no threat to 
soldiers training, or people recreating. Snakes such as the bullsnake and the black ratsnake have large 
ranges and commonly occur in urban settings such as the housing areas on Fort Riley. Although this 
generally stirs up plenty of excitement among local residents these snakes pose little harm to anything 
larger than a rabbit. 

Poison ivy and stinging nettle are the two main plants on Fort Riley that can cause irritation to the skin. 
Poison ivy can be found in a wide variety of settings, and can even be found in many yards. It is extremely 



common in woodlands. Individuals tend to react differently to the irritating oil that comes from this plant. 

Some people show no reaction to high levels of exposure, while others have extreme reactions to the 
slightest exposure. It also appears that these different levels of tolerance actually change throughout a 
person's life. A person that has never had a reaction might suddenly have a very serious reaction. There are 
commercially available washes that neutralize the oils from poison ivy within the first few hours of exposure. 
One such brand is called "Tecnu". Stinging nettle produces a short term "pins and needles" stinging 
sensation that typically last only five minutes. Nettles are almost always found within the flood plain of 
creeks and rivers. Heavy clothing offers some protection, but the plant is able to still sting through light 
clothing. 

Fort Riley offers many exceptional outdoor recreational opportunities for people to enjoy. Armed with a little 
knowledge and some preparation Soldiers and outdoorsmen/women can be more comfortable and stay 
safe. 

 


